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CHS students make music with Jamaican
visitors
By Candace Paris

CHS musicians pose for a group photo with their guests from Jamaica.

The story below appears in the Citizen’s 29th annual Salute to the Fine Arts, an 8-page special
section included with this week’s print edition.
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This spring, CHS band/orchestra leader and music instructor Brian Thomas coordinated a day of
special musical activities that memorably illustrated the power that music has to bring people
together and break boundaries.

Thomas, a trombonist, has been immersed in Jamaican music for years. Before he came to teach at
Canton High 11 years ago, he worked full-time as a touring professional, playing the varied forms of
Jamaican music: mento, ska, rocksteady, and reggae. He has continued to play during off hours with
a Boston-based Caribbean jazz group, the King’s Highway. Through fellow band members, he
became involved with Alpha Institute, a traditional music vocational school in Kingston, Jamaica.

In February, three King’s Highway members traveled to Jamaica to visit Alpha Institute, kicking off
an international exchange sponsored by Jamaican nonprofit March for Music Education. For the
second half of the exchange, Alpha students Rohan Mitchell and Patrick Garrell, along with their
instructor Clayon Samuels, came to New England. Stopping first at Berklee College of Music, the
group then spent a full day on March 5 at CHS, the only high school they visited.

The time in Canton was jam-packed. Mitchell, Garrell, and Samuels participated in music activities
with Thomas’s students, playing American music, including jazz, and Jamaican folk songs along
with the concert band, orchestra, and jazz ensemble. Thomas said the CHS students had been
studying the forms and history of Jamaican music and its evolution — including influence on
American doo-wop and jazz — since independence from Great Britain in 1962. Thomas noted that
Bob Marley and reggae are fairly well known in this country, but the other forms less so.

The Jamaican visitors attended all of Thomas’s classes and got a chance to try out composition
software in music technology class. The day culminated in an exciting informal jam session after
school. Thomas said that the CHS jazz ensemble and the slightly older Mitchell and Garrell (both
college age) developed a great musical relationship. Everyone was so enthusiastic that they played
for two and a half hours until he finally had to end the fun at 5:30.

Some CHS students were also able to attend a King’s Highway performance in Boston at The
Beehive in the South End. Thomas said the Jamaicans played with the group and “slid right in”
despite having no time to rehearse. Following their stop at University of Rhode Island, the visitors
flew home “just in the nick of time,” Thomas said, relieved that they were able to return on schedule
to Jamaica just before the pandemic ramped up.

Although school activities are largely on hold now because of coronavirus restrictions, Thomas is
looking forward to the next stage of the Jamaican music cultural exchange and further cementing the
bond. “The next step once we have funding is to take Canton students to Jamaica,” he said.

Thomas said that he had known CHS students would appreciate the exposure to Jamaican music, but
he was thrilled to hear some of them playing an old mento song they had taken the initiative to learn
from the internet.

The students in Jamaica are now also on lockdown for the pandemic, but they left an enduring
impression.

“The day will go down as one of my most memorable days as a teacher,” Thomas said. “I enjoyed
watching the power of music show itself as my students in Canton instantly connected with Clayon,
Patrick and Rohan. While I’ve had the opportunity to regularly experience that through my own
musical opportunities, it was amazing to see my students have the same experience.”

Share This Post

Short URL: https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/?p=68123

      

 Posted by Candace Paris on Jun 19 2020. Filed under Features. Both comments and pings are
currently closed.

Tweet 3 people like this. Be the first of your friends.Like

http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/06/19/jamaican-musical-guests/&title=CHS%20students%20make%20music%20with%20Jamaican%20visitors
http://del.icio.us/post?url=https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/06/19/jamaican-musical-guests/&title=CHS%20students%20make%20music%20with%20Jamaican%20visitors
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/06/19/jamaican-musical-guests/&t=CHS%20students%20make%20music%20with%20Jamaican%20visitors
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=edit&bkmk=https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/06/19/jamaican-musical-guests/&title=CHS%20students%20make%20music%20with%20Jamaican%20visitors
http://sphinn.com/submit.php?url=https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/06/19/jamaican-musical-guests/&title=CHS%20students%20make%20music%20with%20Jamaican%20visitors
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/06/19/jamaican-musical-guests/&title=CHS%20students%20make%20music%20with%20Jamaican%20visitors
http://technorati.com/faves?add=https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/06/19/jamaican-musical-guests/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/author/candace-paris/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/category/features/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecantoncitizen.com%2F2020%2F06%2F19%2Fjamaican-musical-guests%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=CHS%20students%20make%20music%20with%20Jamaican%20visitors&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecantoncitizen.com%2F2020%2F06%2F19%2Fjamaican-musical-guests%2F


7/20/2020 CHS students make music with Jamaican visitors | Canton Citizen

https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/06/19/jamaican-musical-guests/ 3/3

  

Recent Entries

Mass. approves vote by mail, early voting for upcoming elections
Swinging into action
CPD posts update on missing resident
CHS graduation canceled due to new state restrictions
A Look Inside: Canton Citizen’s July 16 edition
Zoppa, Joseph E.
Waters, Mary M.
Sweeney, Sallyann V.
MacKeen, Shirley J.
Canton travel softball 10U Green off to strong start

Featured Links

Canton Association of Business and Industry
Canton Community TV
Canton Parks and Recreation
Canton Public Schools
CHS Athletics
Town of Canton

Search Archive

Search by Date
Select Month

Search by Category
Business  (289)

Search with Google
Write keyword and hit return

About
Contact Us
Subscribe
Advertise
Deadlines

Log in | Copyright Canton Citizen 2011

https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/
https://www.thebankofcanton.com/great-home-equity-lines-of-credit/?utm_campaign=2020-heloc-campaign&utm_medium=display&utm_source=ccit
http://www.absolutelandscaping.net/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/17/mass-vote-by-mail/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/17/little-league-back-in-action/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/17/search-missing-resident/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/17/chs-graduation-update/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/16/a-look-inside-193/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/16/zoppa-joseph-e/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/16/waters-mary-m/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/16/sweeney-sallyann-v/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/16/mackeen-shirley-j/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/2020/07/16/canton-travel-softball/
http://cantonbusiness.org/
http://www.cantoncommunitytv.org/
http://www.cantonrec.com/
http://www.cantonma.org/
https://www.cantonma.org/chs/departments/athletics/index
http://www.town.canton.ma.us/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/about/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/contact-us-2/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/subscribe/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/ad-rates/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/deadlines/
https://www.thecantoncitizen.com/wp-login.php

